Th is essay fi rst proceeds to explore the concept of GPGs. It thereaft er analyses the abovementioned legal concepts. Finally, it addresses how conceptualizations of global natural resources have changed over time. Th is essay also engages with some of the writings of Rüdiger Wolfrum, who has written prolifi cally, and stimulated others to write, on international law and common interest problems, both in general 5 and in relation to the use of natural resources. 6 B. GPG Theory GPG theory originated in the eff orts of a UNDP-based group headed by Inge Kaul.
7 It was subsequently taken up by France and Sweden, which established the International Task Force on Global Public Goods, 8 and, as mentioned, by the World Bank. 9 Since then numerous publications have appeared on the topic. 10 Kaul, now an
